
COMMITMENT

Most all of us have, at some point, made New Year's resolutions of 
some sort.  Some have been to lose weight, some to quit smoking or 
drinking, some to exercise and live healthier life styles.  Most all of us too 
have seen many of those resolutions go by the wayside several days or 
weeks into our attempts to accomplish them.  (I know--it's getting close to 
summer so why am I bringing up New Year's resolutions???!!!)  

New Year's resolutions, or anything we really want to accomplish in our 
lives, can only come to pass if we commit to doing them.  We may seriously 
want to lose 20 pounds but simply telling ourselves or others we "want" to 
do that means nothing!  We will never accomplish losing the weight until we 
totally commit ourselves to it.  We must be prepared mentally, emotionally 
and physically to sacrifice anything else in our lives contrary to losing 
weight.  

We all know that means not eating the peace of pie for dessert--but 
are we committed to making the trek to the "Y" or gym every day to 
exercise?  Or, are we committed to making the 2 mile neighborhood jog 
every day--rain or shine, no exceptions?  Is losing the weight, for the time 
being at least, the most important activity in our lives?  If our answer to any 
of these questions is "No" then we are not really committed. 

I believe commitment is what Jesus was talking about when he said "It 
is done to you as you believe."  If we really and truly believe in what it is we 
want to accomplish, or how we want our lives to be, we will not only "think 
about it" but we will take any and all necessary actions to accomplish the 
success of achieving it.  To "believe" is to make total commitment--it is 
impossible to really believe without committing ourselves totally to 
achieving success in whatever endeavor we are striving to accomplish!

We can hope, pray and think for days, months or years about finding a 
new employment opportunity but until we begin the physical process of 
looking in the newspaper, redoing our resumes, calling and/or visiting 
potential firms or businesses who may want or need our services then we 
are not committed.  If finding the new employment opportunity is not the 
most important activity in our lives then we are NOT committed!  



In the New Testament book of James it is written-- "Faith without works 
is dead."  But--is it really "faith" if we don't take the initiative to accomplish a 
task?  Does it do us any good to possess a key if we don't take the initiative 
to put it in the lock and turn it to open the door?  

I know all of us have tasks in our lives that we want to accomplish or 
situations we would like to make better.  Whether our goals are finding that 
new job, finding that person who gives us joy in a new relationship, 
overcoming financial challenges, health challenges or simply upping the 
quality of our lives, we must be committed to achieving those goals.  We 
must be "ALL IN"!  Our commitments to making our lives better will not only 
make us happier but will make those around us happier--and as I've closed 
with before--make the world a little bit better place for all of us!!! 

All my best--

Chip

     


